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FRED SMITH’S NEW ALBUM    ‘DOMESTIC’                                          
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Singer-songwriter Fred Smith is renowned for his travelogue albums (Dust of Uruzgan, Bagarap Empires, Texas). Fred was featured on the ABC’s ‘Australian Story following on from the release of his highly acclaimed ‘Dust  Of Uruzgan’ album  in late 2013.  On his latest release, Fred has turned his attention to the domestic frontier with the sharp observation and wry humour that have become his trademark.
‘Domestic’ captures Australia in the 21st century from drought to digital overload. It’s an essentially Australian album not just in its subject matter but in its outlook. “We’re a race of piss takers for better or worse, mostly for better – a scepticism which, I’d like to think, protects us from being duped”.
And piss taking runs right through the album - there is a streak of mirth even through even its most serious songs. Although an overall exuberant feeling album, Domestic does get serious. The aperture narrows in the second half of the record to a more personal suite of what might be called ‘love songs for middle aged folks’.
As Smith approaches his 50th birthday, songs like ‘Heart Work’ and ‘Certain Things’ paint domestic scenes of a couple under pressure -  managing aging parents while raising children, overworked and overwhelmed by the demands of life in the digital era - glamourous no, but real enough for many of us.
“It’s been a tough five years managing the decline of my ancient Greek parent in laws mixed with the joy of raising our infant daughter - her indifference to our suffering has helped enormously!”  “There are times when marriage seems more about endurance than euphoria - we endure a lot together” said Smith.
Smith’s team of regular sidemen has served him well again. Liz Frencham embodies taste on double bass while poli-instrumentalist Carl Pannuzzo serves the songs well on drums, keyboards and backing vocals. “There’s a trust and understanding that comes from playing hundreds of gigs together that made the experience in the studio quite lovely” said Smith.
The feels on this album range from Kinks-like Britpop (Whenever We Make Art) to country (Four Strong Hands) to fingerpicking folk (There Go I). Smith has never accepted genre limitations, his only concern being the happy marriage of melody and meaning. The album cover features Smith in a blue shirt against a pink backdrop. This is his first album in eight years not to contain any songs about war. “I’m out of the beige and in to the pink!” says Smith.
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